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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 1, 2023 

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;  
to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all  
who struggle and desire victory; to all who  
sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers 
and want fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst 
after righteousness; and to all who will  
come—this church opens wide her doors  
and offers welcome in the name of the  
Lord Jesus Christ.

 Redeemer  
 Presbyterian Church  
 exists to see our city  
 renewed  by  the gospel  
 of Jesus  Christ. 

   Love God  
   Love People  
   Love Tyler 

The Order 
of Celebration 
and Worship  
of   God 
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Welcome to Redeemer!

We are thankful you are with us today and pray you will find this church a place of vibrant 
worship, authentic community, and love for God and neighbor.   

Our gatherings focus on the Triune God— Father, Son, and Spirit— and his redeeming work in our 
world. We will pray to him, sing his praises, hear his word taught, and participate in Holy 
Communion.  

Our worship is a blend of ancient and modern, seeking to benefit from the Lord’s work in his 
Church throughout time.  We invite you to join right in, even if this is new to you, and walk these 
well-worn paths with us! 

We love when whole families are able to participate, but we do have trained and screened 
volunteers available in Redeemer Kids for those who need it (ages 5 and under). 

If you wish to connect with us, please fill out the section below and place it in the offering basket. 
-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	

Name  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Email    ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Please contact me regarding:  
	  Learning more about Redeemer 
  Receiving email updates from the church 
  Exploring Christianity and questions about faith 
  Getting involved with a community group 
I would like prayer about:  _____________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Other questions or comments: _____________________________________________________________________	
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayer Suggestions: 

Topic: needs of our city. 
• Monday 

 That God’s kingdom would come and His will be done in our city, specifically in    
 our schools. 

• Tuesday 
 That God’s kingdom would come and His will be done in our city, specifically in 
 city, state, and local government, and justice systems. 

• Wednesday 
 That God’s kingdom would come and His will be done in our city, specifically in 
 local law enforcement, emergency response personnel, and hospitals. 

• Thursday 
 That God’s kingdom would come and His will be done in our city, specifically  
 amongst our immigrant, economically disadvantaged, and minority populations.  
 (See Deuteronomy 10.17-19.) 

• Friday 
 That God’s kingdom would come and His will be done in our city, specifically for   
 a unity within our churches and between our churches in the cause of Christ. 

• Saturday 
 That God’s kingdom would come and His will be done in our city, specifically 
 that the gospel would be proclaimed throughout our city’s churches. 

       



Announcements 

Church Meeting: 
There will be a church meeting following the service on Sunday, October 15. Please make plans to join 
us. 

Tyler State Park Sunday: 
We will be holding our church service at Tyler State Park’s amphitheater on Sunday, October 29 at 
10:30 am. In case of bad weather we will meet at the One Realtor Center. 

Small Group Meetings: 
Small groups are an important part of our ministry at Redeemer. They offer opportunities to deepen 
relationships and to love, serve, and pray for one another and our city. If you are interested in joining a 
group, please email Ben Wheeler: ben@redeemertyler.com. 

Bible and Book Studies: 
• Men’s study meets over breakfast, 7:00 am on Fridays. They are studying 1 Corinthians.  Contact 

Konrad Kern (714-658-4972). 
• The women’s group is studying 1 & 2 Thessalonians on Friday mornings. Contact Patti Babin 

(361-215-0065) for information. 

CCLI # 11299454  

Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Call To Worship 

Leader:   May God be gracious to us and bless us 
People:   And make his face to shine upon us,  
Leader:  That your way may be known on earth, 
People:   Your saving power among all nations. 
Leader:  Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
People:   Let all the peoples praise you!  
   

—Psalm 67.1-3

Opening Hymn |  Father, Long Before Creation 
Words from a Chinese Hymn, translated  by Francis Johnson; Music by Andrew Osenga (2005) 

Father, long before creation Thou hadst chosen us in love,  
And that love so deep, so moving, Draws us close to Christ above.  
Still it keeps us, still it keeps us Firmly fixed in Christ alone. 

Though the world may change its fashion, Yet our God is e'er the same;  
His compassion and His covenant Through all ages will remain.  
God's own children, God's own children Must forever praise His name. 

God's compassion is my story, Is my boasting all the day;  
Mercy free and never failing Moves my will, directs my way.  
God so loved us, God so loved us That His only Son He gave. 

Loving Father now before Thee We will ever praise Thy love,  
And our songs will sound unceasing 'Til we reach our home above,  
Giving glory, giving glory To our God and to the Lamb;  
Giving glory, giving glory To our God and to the Lamb. 
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Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 

Leader: O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 
heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  
People:  Amen.	

All Singing: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

Leader: Praise the Lord! 
People: The Name of the Lord be praised! 

Hymn of Worship | O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus 
Words by Samuel Trevor Francis; Music by Thomas John Williams, 1890 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free; 
Rolling as a mighty ocean in its fullness over me. 
Underneath me, all around me, is the current of thy love; 
Leading onward, leading homeward, to thy glorious rest above. 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Spread his praise from shore to shore; 
How he loveth, ever loveth, changeth never, nevermore; 
How he watches o'er his loved ones, died to call them all his own; 
How for them he intercedeth, watcheth o'er them from the throne. 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Love of ev'ry love the best: 
Tis an ocean vast of blessing, tis a haven sweet of rest. 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus! tis a heav'n of heav'ns to me; 
And it lifts me up to glory, for it lifts me up to thee. 

One More Hymn and the Offering | Lead On, O King Eternal 
Words by Ernest Shurtleff, 1888; music by Henry Smart, 1836. 

Lead on, O King eternal, the day of march has come; 
Henceforth in fields of conquest, Thy tents shall be our home: 
Through days of preparation, Thy grace has made us strong, 
And now, O King eternal, we lift our battle song. 

Lead on, O King eternal, till sin's fierce war shall cease, 
And Holiness shall whisper, the sweet amen of peace; 
For not with swords loud clashing, nor roll of stirring drums; 
With deeds of love and mercy, the heav'nly kingdom comes. 

Lead on, O King eternal, we follow, not with fears; 
For gladness breaks like morning, where'er thy face appears; 
Thy cross is lifted o'er us; we journey in its light: 
The crown awaits the conquest; lead on, O God of might. 

Benediction & Dismissal 

Leader: The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be 
gracious to you;  the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.  
       
People:  Amen! 

—Numbers 6.24-26 

       



Leader: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Leader: Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.  
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast.  
Leader: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

The Feast
We serve both red wine and white grape juice. 

Gluten free bread is available on the serving tray. 

Communion Hymn | Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior 
Words by Fanny J. Crosby (1868), music by William H. Doane (1870) 

Pass me not, O gentle Savior, 
Hear my humble cry; 
While on others Thou art calling, 
Do not pass me by. 

 Savior, Savior, 
 Hear my humble cry; 
 While on others Thou art calling, 
 Do not pass me by. 

Let me at Thy throne of mercy 
Find a sweet relief; 
Kneeling there in deep contrition, 
Help my unbelief. 

Trusting only in Thy merit, 
Would I seek Thy face; 
Heal my wounded, broken spirit, 
Save me by Thy grace. 

Thou the spring of all my comfort, 
More than life to me, 
Whom have I on earth beside Thee? 
Whom in Heav'n but Thee? 

Concluding Prayer 

Confession of Sin and Assurance of Pardon 

People: Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. We confess that it is still all too easy for us to sacrifice our 
convictions for convenience, your standards for status, your principles for promotion, your absolutes for 
our ambition, our souls for shallow and unsatisfying success. How easily we are seduced by power, 
prestige, pleasure, or possessions— seduced into violating our integrity or harming our fellowship with 
you. From earth’s fullest bliss we turn to you again, unfulfilled. Forgive us our half-hearted devotion and 
our double-minded spirit. In the name of him who refused to save himself we pray. Amen.  

 

 
Please take a moment for silent confession. 

Leader:    For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 
      abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you. 
    Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 
      listen to my plea for grace. 
   In the day of my trouble I call upon you, 
      for you answer me.  

People: Thanks be to God! 
—Psalm 86.5-7 

Passing of the Peace  

Leader:	May the peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader: Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

       



Gospel Reading | Matthew 21.23-32 

[23] And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to 
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave 
you this authority?” [24] Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell 
me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. [25] The baptism of 
John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among 
themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 
him?’ [26] But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a 
prophet.” [27] So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell 
you by what authority I do these things. 

[28] “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ [29] And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind 
and went. [30] And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but 
did not go. [31] Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before 
you. [32] For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward 
change your minds and believe him.  

Hymn of Worship | Be Still My Soul  
Words by Katharina Von Schlegel, 1752; Music by Jean Sibelius, 1899  

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side;  
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain.  
Leave to thy God to order and provide;  
In every change, He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heav’nly Friend ,  
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake  
To guide the future, as He has the past. 
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;  
All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know  
His voice Who ruled them while He dwelt below. 
  
Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart,  
And all is darkened in the vale of tears, 
Then shalt thou better know His love, His heart,  
Who comes to soothe thy sorrow and thy fears. 
Be still, my soul: thy Jesus can repay  
From His own fullness all He takes away.     —continued 

The Holy Communion   

Prayer of Dedication 

Leader: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments 
depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Leader: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
People: Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Leader:	Lord, have mercy upon us. 

The Great Thanksgiving  

Leader:	Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to the Lord! 
Leader: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God! 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise! 
Leader: It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O 
Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore with angels 
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious name, 
evermore praising you and saying: 
People: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna 
in the Highest!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the Highest! 

Words of Institution 

Prayer of Consecration 

       



Confession of Faith 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I 
believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds. 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic* 
and apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  And I look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

—The Nicene Creed 

Prayers of the People, Concluded with the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

—This is a great time for parents to go pick up their children from Redeemer Kids for communion. 

*The term “catholic” here means “universal”, not the Roman Catholic church.  It refers to all believers, 
everywhere and at all times— the whole company of God's redeemed people through the ages. 

Be still, my soul: the hour is hast’ning on  
When we shall be forever with the Lord. 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,  
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past  
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 
  
Be still, my soul: begin the song of praise  
On earth believing to Thy Lord on high; 
Acknowledge Him in all thy words and ways,  
So shall He view thee with a well-pleased eye. 
Be still, my soul: the Sun of life divine  
Through passing clouds shall but more brightly shine. 

Psalm | Psalm 25.1-8 

Leader:  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
People:  O my God, in you I trust; 
Leader:   Let me not be put to shame; 
People:  Let not my enemies exult over me. 
Leader:   Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 
People:  They shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
  
Leader:  Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
People:  Teach me your paths. 
Leader:  Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
People:  For you are the God of my salvation; 
Leader:  For you I wait all the day long. 
  
People:  Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 
Leader:  For they have been from of old. 
People:  Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
Leader:  According to your steadfast love remember me, 
People:  For the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 
  
Leader:  Good and upright is the LORD; 
People:  Therefore he instructs sinners in the way.  

—Parents may take children to Redeemer Kids at this time (nursery: up to 4; worship training: 5 to 2nd  grade). 

       



Ministry of the Word | Grain, Salt, Peace 

Rev. Benjamin Wheeler 

Sermon Text | Leviticus 2.1-3, 11-13; 3.1-5 

[1] “When anyone brings a grain offering as an offering to the LORD, his offering shall be of fine 
flour. He shall pour oil on it and put frankincense on it [2] and bring it to Aaron’s sons the priests. 
And he shall take from it a handful of the fine flour and oil, with all of its frankincense, and the 
priest shall burn this as its memorial portion on the altar, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to 
the LORD. [3] But the rest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy 
part of the LORD’s food offerings.  

[11] “No grain offering that you bring to the LORD shall be made with leaven, for you shall burn no 
leaven nor any honey as a food offering to the LORD. [12] As an offering of firstfruits you may 
bring them to the LORD, but they shall not be offered on the altar for a pleasing aroma. [13] You 
shall season all your grain offerings with salt. You shall not let the salt of the covenant with your 
God be missing from your grain offering; with all your offerings you shall offer salt.  

[1] “If his offering is a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offers an animal from the herd, male or 
female, he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD. [2] And he shall lay his hand on the 
head of his offering and kill it at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and Aaron’s sons the priests 
shall throw the blood against the sides of the altar. [3] And from the sacrifice of the peace 
offering, as a food offering to the LORD, he shall offer the fat covering the entrails and all the fat 
that is on the entrails, [4] and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the 
long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys. [5] Then Aaron’s sons shall burn it on 
the altar on top of the burnt offering, which is on the wood on the fire; it is a food offering with a 
pleasing aroma to the LORD.  

Sermon Notes 
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