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To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all
who struggle and desire victory; to all who

sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers
and want fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst
after righteousness; and to all who will
come—this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome in the name of the

Lord Jesus Christ.
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Welcome to Redeemer!

We are thankful you are with us today and pray you will find this church a place of vibrant
worship, authentic community, and love for God and neighbor.

Our gatherings focus on the Triune God— Father, Son, and Spirit— and his redeeming work in our
world. We will pray to him, sing his praises, hear his word taught, and participate in Holy
Communion.

Our worship is a blend of ancient and modern, seeking to benefit from the Lord’s work in his
Church throughout time. We invite you to join right in, even if this is new to you, and walk these
well-worn paths with us!

We love when whole families are able to participate, but we do have trained and screened
volunteers available in Redeemer Kids for those who need it (ages 5 and under).

If you wish to connect with us, please fill out the section below and place it in the offering basket.

Name
Phone
Email
Address
Please contact me regarding:
0 Learning more about Redeemer
O Receiving email updates from the church
O Exploring Christianity and questions about faith
O  Getting involved with a community group

I would like prayer about:

Other questions or comments:

Prayer Topic: our pastor and elders (Ben, Robert, John, & JB):

Monday

Spiritual health and protection, relationships with spouse and children
Tuesday

Integrity, emotional strength, communication skill

Wednesday

Faith, finances, friendships

Thursday

For their spouses (Rachel, Debbie, Brenda, & Allison), vision, and unity
Friday

Passion for ministry, Sabbath rest, discernment

Saturday
Perspective, faith, contentment



Announcements

Christmas Party:
Please join us for a Christmas party on December 17th. Stay tuned for more details and information!

Bakers Needed:

Redeemer is once again providing the cookies for the Promise Academy Christmas party on
December 15. We will need to provide about 60 dozen cookies. Please contact Barbara Brown with
questions or for more information: (903) 920-2516

Small Group Meetings:

Small groups are an important part of our ministry at Redeemer. They offer opportunities to deepen
relationships and to love, serve, and pray for one another and our city. If you are interested in joining a
group, please email Ben Wheeler at ben@redeemertyler.com.

Bible and Book Studies:
« Men's study meets over breakfast, 7.00 am on Fridays. They are studying the Gospel of Luke.
Contact Konrad Kern (714-658-4972).
« The women's group is studying Acts on Friday mornings. Contact Patti Babin (361-215-0065) for
information.

Greeting and Opening Prayer

Call To Worship

Leader: Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.

People: Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.
Leader: The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
People: In him will the Gentiles hope.

—from Romans 15
Lighting of the Advent Candles

Reader: Jesus said, “| am the light of the world; the one who follows me will not walk in darkness
but have the light of life.” We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness, on them has light shone. (Isaiah 9:2)

And | will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known | will
guide them. | will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground.
These are the things | do, and | do not forsake them. (Isaiah 42.16)

People: Come, Lord Jesus, our light and our salvation. Let us walk in the light of the Lord

Opening Hymn | Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Words by Charles Wesley (1744), music by Rowland Hugh Pritchard (1855)

Come, thou long expected Jesus, Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us, Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart.

Come to earth to taste our sadness, He whose glories, knew no end;
By his life he brings us gladness, Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend.
Leaving riches without number, Born within a cattle stall;

This the everlasting wonder, Christ was born the Lord of all.

Born thy people to deliver, Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever, Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;

By thine all sufficient merit, Raise us to thy glorious throne.
CCLI # 11299454



Prayer of Adoration and Invocation One More Hymn and the Offering | Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
German hymn, 15th century; Translated by Theodore Baker and Harriett R. Spaeth (1875, 1894)

Leader: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare
the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may
greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming,

As men of old have sung.

It came, a flower bright,
People: Amen. Amid the cold of winter,

All Singing: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is When half spent was the night.

now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. )
This Flower, whose fragrance tender

Leader: Praise the Lord! With sweetness fills the air,
People: The Name of the Lord be praised! Dispels with glorious splendor
The darkness everywhere.

True man, yet very God,
Hymn of Worship | Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates From sin and death He saves us,

Words by George Weissel (1642), Music: TRURO, from Psalmodia Evangelica (1789) And Iightens every IOGd

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; o '
Behold, the King of glory waits; Isaiah "twas foretold it,

The King of kings is drawing near;
The Savior of the world is here!

A helper just He comes to thee,
His chariot is humility,

His kingly crown is holiness,

His scepter, kindness in distress.

O blest the land, the city blest,
Where Christ the Ruler is confessed!
O happy hearts and happy homes

To whom this King in triumph comes!

The Rose | have in mind;

With Mary we behold it,

The virgin mother kind.

To show God'’s love aright,

She bore the men a Savior,
When half spent was the night.
When half spent was the night
When half spent was the night.

Benediction & Dismissal

Leader: May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with

Fling wide the portals of your heart; one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Make it a temple, set apart Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, the glory of God.

Adorned with prayer and love and joy.
People: Amen!
So come, my Lord, and enter in! —Romans 15.5-7
Let new and nobler life begin!
Thy Holy Spirit, guide us on,
Until thy glorious victory's won.



Leader: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Leader: Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast.

Leader: The gifts of God for the people of God.

The Feast

We serve both red wine and white grape juice.
Gluten free bread is available on the serving tray.

Communion Hymn | Heal Us
Words by William Cowper (alt Twit), Music by Kevin Twit and Lucas Morton (2015)

Heal us, Emmanuel, here we are;
We long to feel Thy touch;

Deep wounded souls to Thee we fly,
O Savior hear our cry.

Our faith is feeble, we confess,
We faintly trust Thy word;
But will You pity us the less?
Be that far from You Lord!

Remember him who once applied
With trembling for relief;

“Lord, | believe,” with tears he cried;
“O help my unbelief!"

She, too, who touched you in the press
And healing virtue stole,

Was answered, “Daughter, go in peace:
Thy faith has made thee whole.”

Like her, with hopes and fears we come
To touch You if we may;

O send us not despairing home;

Send none unhealed away.

Concluding Prayer

Confession of Sin and Assurance of Pardon

People: God of birth, God of joy, God of life, we come to you as a people hungry for good news. We have
been so dead to miracles that we have missed the world’s rebirth. We have preoccupied ourselves with
pleasures and have overlooked the joy you offer us. We have been so concerned with making a living that
we have missed the life you set among us. Forgive us, gracious God. Open our eyes and our hearts to
receive your gift; open our lips and hands to share it with all humanity in the name of our Savior, Jesus

Christ. Amen.

Please take a moment for silent confession.

Leader: Know that the LORD, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his;

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!

For the LORD is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

People: Thanks be to God!

Passing of the Peace

Leader: May the peace of the Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

—Psalm 100.3-5



Old Testament Reading | Isaiah 11.1-10

[1] There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
[2] And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
[31 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
[4] but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.

[5] Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.

[6] The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.
[71 The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
[8] The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.

[9] They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

[10] In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall

the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.

Hymn of Worship | All Things New

Words by Horatius Bonar (1846), music by Clint Wells (2009)

Come, Lord, and tarry not;

Bring the long looked for day;

O why these years of waiting here,
These ages of decay?

-continued-

The Holy Communion

Prayer of Dedication

Leader: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment.
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments
depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

Leader: Lord, have mercy upon us.
People: Christ, have mercy upon us.
Leader: Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Great Thanksgiving

Leader: Lift up your hearts!

People: We lift them up to the Lord!

Leader: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God!

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Leader: It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O
Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore with angels
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious name,
evermore praising you and saying:

People: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna
in the Highest! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the Highest!

Words of Institution

Prayer of Consecration



Confession of Faith

Leader: Why must He be a true and righteous man?

People: He must be a true man because the justice of God requires that the same human nature which
has sinned should pay for sin. He must be a righteous man because one who himself is a sinner cannot
pay for others.

Leader: Why must He at the same time be true God?

People: He must be true God so that by the power of His divine nature, He might bear in His human
nature the burden of God's wrath, and might obtain for us and restore to us righteousness and life.

Leader: But who is that Mediator who at the same time is true God and a true and righteous man

People: Our Lord Jesus Christ, whom God made our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification and
redemption.

Leader: From where do you know this?

People: From the holy gospel, which God Himself first revealed in Paradise. Later, He had it proclaimed
by the patriarchs and prophets, and foreshadowed by the sacrifices and other ceremonies of the law.
Finally, He had it fulfilled through His only Son.

—Question and Answer 16-19, Heidelberg Catechism

Prayers of the People, Concluded with the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

This is a great time for parents to go pick up their children for communion.

Come, for Thy saints still wait;

Daily ascends their sigh;

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come”;
Does Thou not hear the cry?

O come and make all things new!
Come and make all things new!
O come and make all things new!
Build up this ruined earth

Come and make all things new.

Come, for creation groans,
Impatient of Thy stay,

Worn out with these long years of ill,
These ages of delay.

Come, for love waxes cold,

Its steps are faint and slow;
Faith now is lost in unbelief,
Hope's lamp burns dim and low.

Psalm | Psalm 72.1-7,18-19

Leader: Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son!

People: May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice!

Leader: Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness!

People: May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the children of the needy,
and crush the oppressor!

Leader: May they fear you while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all
generations!

People: May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth!
Leader: In his days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no more!
People: Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.

Leader: Blessed be his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory!
People: Amen and Amen!

—Parents may take children to Redeemer Kids at this time (nursery: up to 4; worship training: 5 to 2nd grade).



Ministry of the Word | The Coming Vineyard
Rev. Benjamin Wheeler

Sermon Text | John 15.1-17

[1] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. [2] Every branch in me that does not bear
fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
[3] Already you are clean because of the word that | have spoken to you. [4] Abide in me, and | in
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless
you abide in me. [5] | am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. [6] If anyone does not abide in me
he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire,
and burned. [7] If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. [8] By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples. [9] As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love. [10] If you keep
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's commandments and
abide in his love. [11] These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your
joy may be full.

[12] “This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. [13] Greater love
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. [14] You are my friends if you
do what I command you. [15] No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not know what
his master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all that | have heard from my Father | have
made known to you. [16] You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in
my name, he may give it to you. [17] These things | command you, so that you will love one
another.
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