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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

October 8, 2023


To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 

to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all 

who struggle and desire victory; to all who 

sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers 
and want fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst 
after righteousness; and to all who will 

come—this church opens wide her doors 

and offers welcome in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.

	 Redeemer 

	 Presbyterian Church 

	 exists to see our city 

	 renewed  by  the gospel 

	 of Jesus  Christ.


   Love God 

   Love People 

   Love Tyler


The Order

of Celebration 
and Worship 

of   God
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Welcome to Redeemer!

We are thankful you are with us today and pray you will find this church a place of vibrant 
worship, authentic community, and love for God and neighbor.  


Our gatherings focus on the Triune God— Father, Son, and Spirit— and his redeeming work in our 
world. We will pray to him, sing his praises, hear his word taught, and participate in Holy 
Communion. 


Our worship is a blend of ancient and modern, seeking to benefit from the Lord’s work in his 
Church throughout time.  We invite you to join right in, even if this is new to you, and walk these 
well-worn paths with us!


We love when whole families are able to participate, but we do have trained and screened 
volunteers available in Redeemer Kids for those who need it (ages 5 and under).


If you wish to connect with us, please fill out the section below and place it in the offering basket.

-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-


Name  ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone  ______________________________________________________________________________

Email    ______________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

Please contact me regarding: 

	  Learning more about Redeemer

	  Receiving email updates from the church

	  Exploring Christianity and questions about faith

	  Getting involved with a community group

I would like prayer about:  _____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________


Other questions or comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Suggestions:


Topic: our pastor and elders (Ben, John, Robert & Kent):

• Monday


	 Spiritual health and protection, relationships with spouse and children

• Tuesday


	 Integrity, emotional strength, communication skill

• Wednesday


	 Faith, finances, friendships

• Thursday


	 For their spouses, vision, and unity

• Friday


	 Passion for ministry, Sabbath rest, discernment

• Saturday


	 Perspective, faith, contentment


	 	 	 	 	 	 	



Announcements


Church Meeting:

There will be a church meeting following the service on Sunday, October 15. Please make plans to join 
us.


Tyler State Park Sunday:

We will be holding our church service at Tyler State Park’s amphitheater on Sunday, October 29 at 
10:30 am. In case of bad weather we will meet at the One Realtor Center.


Small Group Meetings:

Small groups are an important part of our ministry at Redeemer. They offer opportunities to deepen 
relationships and to love, serve, and pray for one another and our city. If you are interested in joining a 
group, please email Ben Wheeler: ben@redeemertyler.com.


Bible and Book Studies:

• Men’s study meets over breakfast, 7:00 am on Fridays. They are studying 1 Corinthians.  Contact 

Konrad Kern (714-658-4972).

• The women’s group is studying 1 Corinthians on Friday mornings. Contact Patti Babin 

(361-215-0065) for information.


CCLI # 11299454	 


Greeting and Opening Prayer


Call To Worship


Leader:  Ascribe power to God,

People:  Whose majesty is over Israel,

Leader:  And whose power is in the skies.

People:  Awesome is God from his sanctuary;

Leader:  The God of Israel—he is the one who gives power and strength to his people.

People:  Blessed be God! 

	 	 


—Psalm 68.34-35

Opening Hymn |  My Hope is Built on Nothing Less

Words by Edward Mote (1834), music by William Bradbury (1863)


My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness;

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus' name.


	 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;

	 All other ground is sinking sand,

	 All other ground is sinking sand.


When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace;

In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. 


His oath, his covenant, his blood support me in the whelming flood;

When all around my soul gives way, he then is all my hope and stay.


When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be found,

Dressed in his righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne.
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Prayer of Adoration and Invocation


Leader: Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to 
give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving 
us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we 
are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

People:  Amen.


All Singing: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.


Leader: Praise the Lord! 
People: The Name of the Lord be praised!


Hymn of Worship | O God Beyond All Praising

Words by Michael Perry (1982), music by Gustav Holst (1918)


O God beyond all praising, we worship you today

And sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;

For we can only wonder at every gift you send,

At blessings without number and mercies without end:

We lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,

We honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.


Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,

That we who know your favor may serve you as our King;

And whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,

We’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still:

To marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,

And make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.


One More Hymn and the Offering | In the Hours


Words by Helen L. Parmelee alt by Kevin Twit, Music by Kevin Twit (2007)


In the hours of pain and sorrow, When the world brings no relief,

When the eye is dim and heavy, And the heart oppressed with grief, 

While blessings flee, Savior Lord we trust in Thee!

While blessings flee, Savior Lord we trust in Thee! 


When the snares of death surround us, Pride, ambition, love of ease,

Mammon with her false allurements, Words that flatter, smiles that please

Then ere we yield, Savior Lord be Thou our shield.

Then ere we yield, Savior Lord be Thou our shield.


When forsaken in distress, Poor despised and tempest-tossed,

With no anchor here to stay us, Drifting, sail and rudder lost,

Then save us Thou, who trod this earth with weary brow.

Then save us Thou, who trod this earth with weary brow.


Thou the hated and forsaken, Thou the bearer of the cross,

Crowned of thorns and mocked and smitten, Counting earthly gain but loss

When scorned are we, we joy to be the more like Thee.

When scorned are we, we joy to be the more like Thee


Thou the Father’s best beloved, Thou the throned and sceptered King,

Who but Thee should we adoring, All our prayers and praises bring? 

So blessed are we, Savior Lord in loving Thee.

So blessed are we, Savior Lord in loving Thee.

So blessed are we, So blessed are we

So blessed are we, So blessed are we


Benediction & Dismissal


Leader: The LORD bless you and keep you;  the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

	      

People:  Amen!


—Numbers 6.24-26


	 	 	 	 	 	 	



Leader: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Leader: Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. 

People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

Leader: The gifts of God for the people of God.


The Feast
We serve both red wine and white grape juice.


Gluten free bread is available on the serving tray.


Communion Hymn | Call Upon Him

Words and music by Rachael Lampa, Sandra McCracken and Trillia Newbell


Call upon Him, call upon Him There is power in the Name

Call upon Him, call upon Him There is power in the Name


When I don't have the words When the spirit hurts

When my sorrow's too deep to understand

Will You hear my voice saying "Speak, oh Lord

Mighty God, Healing King, take my hand?"


Call upon Him, call upon Him There is power in the Name

Call upon Him, call upon Him There is power in the Name


And in the night, I pray When I feel afraid

When there is no friend that I can see

Can You hold me safe? Can You break these chains?

Prince of Peace, Father, please, set me free


Call upon Him, call upon Him There is freedom in the Name

Call upon Him, call upon Him There is freedom in the Name


Call upon Him, call upon Him There is healing in the Name

Call upon Him, call upon Him There is healing in the Name

There is power in the Name There is freedom in the Name


Concluding Prayer


Confession of Sin and Assurance of Pardon


People: There are many times we think we love you well, O God. But upon hearing your call to love you 
with all our heart, and all our mind, and all our strength, we confess that our love for you is a diluted love, 
made insipid and flat by lesser loyalties and a divided heart. Our love seems pure only for brief moments; 
soon our affections are drawn away. How easily our devotion dies.  Forgive us; in deep mercy spare us, 
despite our lost first love for you; in grace rekindle our love for you in seeing anew Jesus’ love for us. 
Amen.  

 

 
Please take a moment for silent confession.


Leader:  For he delivers the needy when he calls,

	      the poor and him who has no helper.

	   He has pity on the weak and the needy,

	      and saves the lives of the needy.

	   From oppression and violence he redeems their life,

	      and precious is their blood in his sight. 


People: Thanks be to God!

—Psalm 72.12-14


Passing of the Peace 


Leader:	May the peace of the Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Leader: Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	



Gospel Reading | Matthew 21.33-46


	 [33] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and 
put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went 
into another country. [34] When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the 
tenants to get his fruit. [35] And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and 
stoned another. [36] Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to 
them. [37] Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ [38] But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his 
inheritance.’ [39] And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. [40] When 
therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” [41] They said to 
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants 
who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” [42] Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
Scriptures: “‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

	 [43] Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people producing its fruits. [44] And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and 
when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”

	 [45] When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he 
was speaking about them. [46] And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the 
crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 


Hymn of Worship | Be Thou My Vision

Words by Dallan Forgaill, 8th Century


Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art

Thou my best thought, by day or by night

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

 

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word

I ever with Thee, and Thou with me, Lord

Thou my great Father and I Thy true son;

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.


Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise

Thou mine inheritance now and always

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart

High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

 

High King of heaven, my victory won,

May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun!

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.


The Holy Communion  


Prayer of Dedication


Leader: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

	 Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments 
depend all the Law and the Prophets.”


Leader: Lord, have mercy upon us.

People: Christ, have mercy upon us.

Leader:	Lord, have mercy upon us.


The Great Thanksgiving 


Leader:	Lift up your hearts!

People: We lift them up to the Lord!

Leader: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God!

People:	 It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Leader: It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O 
Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore with angels 
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious name, 
evermore praising you and saying:

People: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna 
in the Highest!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the Highest!


Words of Institution


Prayer of Consecration


	 	 	 	 	 	 	



Confession of Faith


I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son our 
Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell, the third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there He shall 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic* church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.


—The Apostle’s Creed


Prayers of the People, Concluded with the Lord’s Prayer


Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.


—This is a great time for parents to go pick up their children from Redeemer Kids for communion.


*The term “catholic” here means “universal”, not the Roman Catholic church.  It refers to all believers, 
everywhere and at all times— the whole company of God's redeemed people through the ages.


Psalm | Psalm 80.7-15


Leader:  Restore us, O God of hosts;

People:  Let your face shine, that we may be saved!

	 

Leader:  You brought a vine out of Egypt;

People:  You drove out the nations and planted it.

Leader:  You cleared the ground for it;

People:  It took deep root and filled the land.

Leader:  The mountains were covered with its shade,

People:  The mighty cedars with its branches.

Leader:  It sent out its branches to the sea and its shoots to the River.

People:  Why then have you broken down its walls,

Leader:  So that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?

People:  The boar from the forest ravages it,

Leader:  And all that move in the field feed on it.

	 

People:  Turn again, O God of hosts!

Leader:  Look down from heaven, and see;

People:  Have regard for this vine,

Leader:  The stock that your right hand planted,

People:  And for the son whom you made strong for yourself. 


—Parents may take children to Redeemer Kids at this time (nursery: up to 4; worship training: 5 to 2nd  grade).


	 	 	 	 	 	 	



Ministry of the Word | Overwhelmed By the Relentless Love of God


Rev. Justin Pillsbury


Sermon Text | 1 John 4.7-21


[7] Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 
and knows God. [8] Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. [9] In 
this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so 
that we might live through him. [10] In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. [11] Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. [12] No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in 
us and his love is perfected in us.


[13] By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. [14] 
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. [15] 
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. [16] So we 
have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in 
love abides in God, and God abides in him. [17] By this is love perfected with us, so that we may 
have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. [18] There 
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not been perfected in love. [19] We love because he first loved us. [20] If anyone says, “I 
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. [21] And this commandment we have from him: 
whoever loves God must also love his brother. 


Sermon Notes
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