



The Order of Celebration and Worship of God

Easter Sunday


April 4, 2021


To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who struggle and 
desire victory; to all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to all who will come— this church opens wide her doors 

and offers welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.


Opening Prayer


Greeting and Call To Worship


Leader: This is the good news—

	 the grave is empty;

	 Christ is risen.

People: Hallelujah!

Leader: This is the good news—

	 the light shines in the darkness,

	 and the darkness can never put it out.

People: Hallelujah!

Leader: This is the good news—

	 once we were no people;

	 now we are God’s people.

People: Hallelujah!	 

Leader: Christ is our peace,

	 the indestructible peace

	 we now share with each other.

People: Hallelujah!


Opening Hymn | Worship Christ the Risen King

Words by Jack W. Hayford 1986, music by Henry T. Smart, 1867


Rise O Church and lift your voices, Christ has conquered death and hell.

Sing as all the earth rejoices, resurrection anthems swell.

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the Risen King!


See the tomb where death had laid Him, empty now its mouth declares.

Death and I could not contain Him, for the throne of life He shares.

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the Risen King!


Hear the earth protest and tremble, see the stone removed with pow’r,

All hell's minions may assemble, but cannot withstand His hour.

He has conquered, He has conquered, Christ the Lord the Risen King!
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Doubt may lift its head to murmur, scoffers mock and sinners jeer,

But the truth proclaims a wonder, thoughtful hearts receive with cheer:

He is risen, He is risen, now receive the Risen King!


We acclaim Your life O Jesus, now we sing Your victory.

Sin or hell may seek to seize us, but Your conquest keeps us free.

Stand in triumph, stand in triumph, worship Christ the Risen King!


Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 


Leader:   Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened 
to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's 
resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People:  Amen.


All Singing:  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

	          Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Leader: Praise the Lord! 
People: The Name of the Lord be praised!


Hymn of Worship | Christ the Lord is Risen Today

Words by Charles Wesley, 1739


"Christ the Lord is ris'n today," Alleluia!

Sons of men and angels say; Alleluia!

Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia!

Sing ye heav'ns, and earth, reply. Alleluia!


Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Alleluia!

Christ has burst the gates of hell: Alleluia!

Death in vain forbids his rise; Alleluia!

Christ has opened paradise. Alleluia!


Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia!

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!

Once he died, our souls to save; Alleluia!

Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!


Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!

Foll'wing our exalted Head; Alleluia!

Made like him, like him we rise: Alleluia!

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. Alleluia!


Hail, the Lord of earth and heav'n! Alleluia!

Praise to thee by both be giv'n; Alleluia!

Thee we greet triumphant now; Alleluia!
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Hail, the Resurrection, thou! Alleluia!


Confession of Sin and Assurance of Pardon


People:  Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. 
We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done. 


O Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Spare those who confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent, according to your promises declared to 
the world in Christ Jesus, our Lord. And grant, O merciful God, for his sake, that we may live a holy, just, and 
humble life to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

Please take a moment for silent confession.


Leader: God, who is rich in mercy,

	 	 out of the great love with which he loved us

	 	 even when we were dead through our trespasses,

	 	 made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—

	 	 and raised us up with him and seated us with him

	 	 in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

	 	 so that in the ages to come he might show

	 	 the immeasurable riches of his grace

	 	 in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

People: Thanks be to God!


—Ephesians 2.4-7


Passing of the Peace 


Leader:	May the peace of the Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Leader: Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Gospel Reading | Mark 16.1-8


[1] When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint him. [2] And very early on the first day of the week, when the 
sun had risen, they went to the tomb. [3] And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” [4] And looking up, they saw that the stone had been 
rolled back—it was very large. [5] And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right 
side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. [6] And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You 
seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid 
him. [7] But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see 
him, just as he told you.” [8] And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and 
astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
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Hymn of Worship | Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery

By Matt Papa, Matt Boswell, and Michael Bleecker, 2013


Come behold the wondrous mystery in the dawning of the King.

He the theme of heaven’s praises robed in frail humanity.

In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come.

Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us.


Come behold the wondrous mystery, He the perfect Son of Man.

In His living, in His suffering, never trace nor stain of sin.

See the true and better Adam come to save the hell-bound man.

Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law; in Him we stand. 


Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree.

In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory.

See the price of our redemption; see the Father’s plan unfold.

Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold.


Come behold the wondrous mystery; slain by death the God of life.

But no grave could e’er restrain Him; praise the Lord; He is alive!

What a foretaste of deliverance; how unwavering our hope.

Christ in power resurrected, as we will be when he comes.


Psalm | Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24


Leader:  Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;

People: For his steadfast love endures forever!

Leader:  Let Israel say,

People: “His steadfast love endures forever.” 


Leader:  The LORD is my strength and my song;

People: He has become my salvation.

Leader:  Glad songs of salvation

People: Are in the tents of the righteous:

Leader:  “The right hand of the LORD does valiantly,

People: The right hand of the LORD exalts,

Leader:  The right hand of the LORD does valiantly!”

	 

People: I shall not die, but I shall live,

Leader:  And recount the deeds of the LORD.

People: The LORD has disciplined me severely,

Leader:  But he has not given me over to death.

	 

People: Open to me the gates of righteousness,

Leader:  That I may enter through them

People: And give thanks to the LORD.
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Leader:  This is the gate of the LORD;

People: The righteous shall enter through it.

Leader:  I thank you that you have answered me

People: And have become my salvation.

Leader:  The stone that the builders rejected

People: Has become the cornerstone.

Leader:  This is the LORD’s doing;

People: It is marvelous in our eyes.

Leader:  This is the day that the LORD has made;

People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Leader:  Save me in your steadfast love! 


Ministry of the Word | Come up to the LORD: The Feast


Rev. Benjamin Wheeler


Sermon Text |	 Exodus 24


[1] Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of 
the elders of Israel, and worship from afar. [2] Moses alone shall come near to the LORD, but the others 
shall not come near, and the people shall not come up with him.”


[3] Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the rules. And all the people 
answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” [4] And Moses 
wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the 
mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. [5] And he sent young men of the 
people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. [6] 
And Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 
[7] Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All 
that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” [8] And Moses took the blood and 
threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in 
accordance with all these words.”


[9] Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, [10] and 
they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the 
very heaven for clearness. [11] And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they 
beheld God, and ate and drank.


[12] The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give you the 
tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” [13] 
So Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. [14] And he 
said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. 
Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.”


[15] Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. [16] The glory of the 
LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to 
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Moses out of the midst of the cloud. [17] Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a 
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. [18] Moses entered the 
cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.


Sermon Notes


Confession of Faith


This is the good news that we have received,

in which we stand, and by which we are saved:

Christ died for our sins, was buried,

was raised on the third day,

and appeared first to the women,

then to Peter and the Twelve,

and then to many faithful witnesses.

We believe Jesus is the Christ,

the Anointed One of God,

the firstborn of all creation,

the firstborn from the dead,

in whom all things hold together,

in whom the fullness of God

was pleased to dwell

by the power of the Spirit.

Christ is the head of the body, the church,

and by the blood of the cross reconciles all things to God. Amen.


—based on 1 Corinthians 15.3-7; Colossians 1.15-20


Prayers of the People, Concluded with the Lord’s Prayer


Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.


The Holy Communion  
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(For those watching at home, I encourage you to take this time to watch and pray with us.  Remember 
this all along: Jesus is not more present with us who are gathered than he is with you at home! The 
Lord’s Supper is a sign and seal of his blessing to us, and a great gift, but it does not mean you are 
missing out on his presence or his blessing.  We all participate by faith in Christ whether physically 
receiving the Supper or not.)


Prayer of Dedication


Leader: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

	 Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is 
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the Law and 
the Prophets.”


Leader: Lord, have mercy upon us.

People: Christ, have mercy upon us.

Leader:	Lord, have mercy upon us.


The Great Thanksgiving 


Leader:	Lift up your hearts!

People: We lift them up to the Lord!

Leader: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God!

People:	 It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Leader: It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O Holy 
Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious name, evermore 
praising you and saying:

People: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the 
Highest!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the Highest!


Words of Institution


Prayer of Consecration

Leader: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Leader: Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. 

People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

Leader: The gifts of God for the people of God.


The Feast


Communion Hymn |   We Will Feast in the House of Zion

Words and Music by Sandra McCracken, 2015
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	 We will feast in the house of Zion 

	 We will sing with our hearts restored 

	 He has done great things, we will say together 

	 We will feast and weep no more! 


We will not be burned by the fire 

He is the LORD our God 

We are not consumed, by the flood 

Upheld, protected, gathered up.


In the dark of night, before the dawn 

My soul, be not afraid 

For the promised morning, oh how long? 

Oh God of Jacob, be my strength.


Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed 

You are the Faithful one 

And from the garden to the grave 

Bind us together, bring shalom.


Concluding Prayer


One More Hymn and the Offering |   The Lamb has Overcome

Words and music by Luke Morton, 2011


The Lamb has overcome, the Lamb has overcome, 

The battleʼs done and the victory is won, For the Lamb has overcome! 


No grave could hold him down, no grave could hold him down, 

Up from the ground, “He is risen!” was the sound, No grave could hold him down. 


At Godʼs right hand is he, at Godʼs right hand is he, 

Our Perfect Plea as he lives to intercede, At Godʼs right hand is he. 


	 Worthy is the Lamb who was slain! 

	 Glory be unto his name! (2x) 


The table now is spread, the table now is spread, 

This wine and bread, broken body and blood shed, The table now is spread. 


The day is drawing near, the day is drawing near, 

He shall appear and will wipe away each tear, The day is drawing near. 


The Lamb has overcome, the Lamb has overcome, 

The battleʼs done and the victory is won, For the Lamb has overcome!


Benediction & Dismissal
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Leader:  Grace to you and peace

	 from him who is and who was and who is to come,

	 and from the seven spirits who are before his throne,

	 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead,

	 and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

	 To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood,

	 and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father,

	 to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.

People:  Alleluia! Amen.


—Revelation 1.4-6


CCLI # 11299454


Announcements


Resurrection Celebration:

Please join us at 5:00 pm today at the home of Don and Janet Wheeler, 15946 County Road 178. Bring 
a picnic and join us for a time of family fun and celebration.


Alpha:

Alpha meets on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm at 2820 Oak Knob. 


• Alpha begins with prayer. Please be in prayer about those who have been invited to Alpha, that 
people will respond favorably to the invitations, and that God will be at work in Alpha. Pray we will 
see the opportunities before us.


• If you want to be involved, we need people to bring food each week. A link to the sign up sheet is in 
the Redeemer Weekly email.


• If you plan to attend, or have a guest you have invited, please let Ben know! We want to have 
plenty of food available.


Small Group Meetings:

Small groups are an important part of our ministry at Redeemer. They offer opportunities to deepen 
relationships and to love, serve, and pray for one another and our city. If you are interested in joining a 
group, please email Ben Wheeler: ben@redeemertyler.com.


Monthly Youth Meeting:

All junior high and high school students are invited to join us on the third Sunday of the month for a time 
of fellowship, dinner, and Bible Study.


Bible and Book Studies:

• Men’s study meets over breakfast, 7:00 am on Fridays. They are studying the gospel of Luke. Contact 

Konrad Kern (714-658-4972).

• The women’s group is studying the gospel of Matthew on Friday mornings. Contact Patti Babin 

(361-215-0065) for information.


Prayer Suggestions:


Topic: our pastor and elders (Ben, Robert, John, & JB)
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• Monday

	 Spiritual health and protection, relationships with spouse and children


• Tuesday

	 Integrity, emotional strength, communication skill


• Wednesday

	 Faith, finances, friendships


• Thursday

	 For their spouses (Rachel, Debbie, Brenda, & Allison), vision, and unity


• Friday

	 Passion for ministry, Sabbath rest, discernment


• Saturday

	 Perspective, faith, contentment
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