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The Order of Celebration and Worship of God
The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 18, 2020

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who struggle and
desire victory; to all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who
hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to all who will come— this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Opening Prayer

Greeting and Call To Worship

Leader: The earth is the Lord's, for he made it:
People: Come, let us adore him.

Leader: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:
People: Come, let us adore him.

Leader: The mercy of the Lord is everlasting:
People: Come, let us adore him.

Leader: Lord, open our lips.

People: And our mouths shall proclaim your praise.

Opening Hymn | Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Wretched

Words by Joseph Hart, 1759; music by Matthew S. Smith, 2000

Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched, weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus, ready, stands to save you, full of pity, joined with power.
He is able, He is able; He is willing; doubt no more.

Come ye needy, come, and welcome, God's free bounty glorify;
True belief and true repentance, every grace that brings you nigh.
Without money, without money come to Jesus Christ and buy.

Come, ye weary, heavy laden, bruised and broken by the fall;
If you tarry 'til you're better, you will never come at all.
Not the righteous, not the righteous; sinners Jesus came to call.

Let not conscience make you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream;
All the fitness He requires is to feel your need of Him.
This He gives you, this He gives you, 'tis the Spirit's rising beam.

Lo! The Incarnate God, ascended; pleads the merit of His blood.

Venture on Him; venture wholly, let no other trust intrude.
None but Jesus, none but Jesus can do helpless sinners good.
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Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

Leader: Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations:

Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast
faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
People: Amen.

All Singing: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

Leader: Praise the Lord!
People: The Name of the Lord be praised!

Hymn of Worship | The Church’s One Foundation

Words by Samuel J. Stone (1866), music by Samuel S. Wesley (1864)

The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;

She is his new creation by water and the Word:

From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth,

Her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued.

Though with a scornful wonder, men see her sore oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,

Yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, "How long?"

And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

The church shall never perish! Her dear Lord to defend,

To guide, sustain, and cherish, is with her to the end;

Though there be those that hate her, and false sons in her pale,
Against or foe or traitor she ever shall prevail.

‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,

She waits the consummation of peace for evermore;

Till with the vision glorious, Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.

Yet she on earth hath union, with God the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion, with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,

Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.
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Confession of Sin and Assurance of Pardon

People: Father, we are sorry for the many times we have left you
and chosen to satisfy our own selfish desires.
For the times we have hurt the members of our families
by refusing to do our share of the family tasks.
Father, we have sinned. Forgive us.
For the times we were unkind and impatient
with those who needed our time and concern.
Father, we have sinned. Forgive us.
For the times we were too weak to stand up for what was right
and allowed others to suffer because of our cowardice.
Father, we have sinned. Forgive us.
For the times we refused to forgive others.
Father, we have sinned. Forgive us.

Please take a moment for silent confession.

Leader: | will sprinkle clean water upon you,
and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses,
and from all your idols | will cleanse you.
A new heart | will give you,
and a new spirit | will put within you;
and | will remove from your body the heart of stone
and give you a heart of flesh.

People: Thanks be to God!
—Ezekiel 36.25-26

Passing of the Peace

Leader: May the peace of the Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

New Testament Reading | I Thessalonians1.1-10

[1] Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.

[2] We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, [3]
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ. [4] For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, [5] because
our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. [6] And you became
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy
Spirit, [7] so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. [8] For not
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only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God
has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. [9] For they themselves report
concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve
the living and true God, [10] and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus
who delivers us from the wrath to come.

Hymn of Worship | Isaiah 43 (I Am the LORD Your God)

Author unknown

When you pass through the waters, | will be with you
And the waves will not overcome you.

Do not fear, for | have redeemed you,

| have called you by name, you are Mine.

For I am the LORD your God (I am the LORD your God),
| am the LORD your God (I am),

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

For | am the LORD your God (I am the LORD your God),
I am the LORD your God (I am),

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

| am the LORD (do not fear).
| am the LORD (do not fear).
I am the LORD (do not fear).
I am the LORD (do not fear).

When you walk through the fire, you'll not be burned,
And the flames will not consume you.

Do not fear, for | have redeemed you,

| have called you by name, you are Mine.

For I am the LORD your God (I am the LORD your God),
| am the LORD your God (I am),

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

For I am the LORD your God (I am the LORD your God),
I am the LORD your God (I am),

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

You are the LORD (I'l
You are the LORD (I'l
You are the LORD (I'l
You are the LORD (I'l
You are the LORD.

not fear).
not fear).
not fear).
not fear).

== ==

Psalm | Psalm 99
Leader: The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble!

People: He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
Leader: The LORD is great in Zion;
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People: He is exalted over all the peoples.

Leader: Let them praise your great and awesome name!
People: Holy is he!

Leader: The King in his might loves justice.

People: You have established equity;

Leader: You have executed justice

People: And righteousness in Jacob.

Leader: Exalt the LORD our God;

People: Worship at his footstool! Holy is he!

Leader: Moses and Aaron were among his priests,

People: Samuel also was among those who called upon his name.
Leader: They called to the LORD, and he answered them.
People: In the pillar of the cloud he spoke to them;

Leader: They kept his testimonies

People: And the statute that he gave them.

Leader: O LORD our God, you answered them;
People: You were a forgiving God to them,
Leader: But an avenger of their wrongdoings.
People: Exalt the LORD our God,

Leader: And worship at his holy mountain;
People: For the LORD our God is holy!

Ministry of the Word | To Know the LORD

Rev. Benjamin Wheeler
Sermon Text | Exodus 14

[1] Then the LORD said to Moses, [2] “Tell the people of Israel to turn back and encamp in front
of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you shall encamp facing it, by the
sea. [3] For Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel, ‘They are wandering in the land; the wilderness has
shut them in. [4] And | will harden Pharaoh'’s heart, and he will pursue them, and | will get glory over
Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians shall know that | am the LORD.” And they did so.

[5] When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the mind of Pharaoh and his
servants was changed toward the people, and they said, “What is this we have done, that we have let
Israel go from serving us?” [6] So he made ready his chariot and took his army with him, [7] and took
six hundred chosen chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. [8] And
the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people of Israel while the
people of Israel were going out defiantly. [9] The Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh’s horses and
chariots and his horsemen and his army, and overtook them encamped at the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in
front of Baal-zephon.

[10] When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the
Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the
LORD. [11] They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away
to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? [12] Is not this what we
said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better
for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” [13] And Moses said to the people, “Fear
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not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians
whom you see today, you shall never see again. [14] The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to
be silent.”

[15] The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward.
[16] Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel
may go through the sea on dry ground. [17] And | will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they
shall go in after them, and | will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen.
[18] And the Egyptians shall know that | am the LORD, when | have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his
chariots, and his horsemen.”

[19] Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind
them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, [20] coming between
the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the
night without one coming near the other all night.

[21] Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a
strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. [22] And the people
of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right
hand and on their left. [23] The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all
Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. [24] And in the morning watch the LORD in the pillar
of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, [25]
clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from
before Israel, for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.”

[26] Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” [27] So Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning
appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea.
[28] The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that
had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. [29] But the people of Israel walked on dry
ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

[30] Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. [31] Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against the
Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.

Sermon Notes
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Confession of Faith

| believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who out of nothing created heaven and earth
and everything in them,

who still upholds and rules them

by his eternal counsel and providence,

is my God and Father

because of Christ his Son.

| trust him so much that | do not doubt

he will provide whatever | need

for body and soul,

and he will turn to my good

whatever adversity he sends me

in this sad world.

He is able to do this because he is almighty God;

he desires to do this because he is a faithful Father.
—from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A26

Prayers of the People, Concluded with the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Holy Communion

(For those watching at home, | encourage you to take this time to watch and pray with us. Remember
this all along: Jesus is not more present with us who are gathered than he is with you at home! The
Lord's Supper is a sign and seal of his blessing to us, and a great gift, but it does not mean you are
missing out on his presence or his blessing. We all participate by faith in Christ whether physically
receiving the Supper or not.)

Prayer of Dedication

Leader: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and
the Prophets.

Leader: Lord, have mercy upon us.
People: Christ, have mercy upon us.
Leader: Lord, have mercy upon us.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Leader: Lift up your hearts!

People: We lift them up to the Lord!

Leader: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God!
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Leader: It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O Holy

Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore with angels and

archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious name, evermore

praising you and saying:

People: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the

Highest! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the Highest!

Words of Institution

Prayer of Consecration

Leader: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Leader: Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast.

Leader: The gifts of God for the people of God.

The Feast

Communion Hymn | Have Mercy
Words and Music by Sandra McCracken, 2015

Have mercy on me,
Have mercy on me.
Oh God, have mercy
Oh God, have mercy!

Oh help my unbelief,
Oh help my unbelief.
Oh God, have mercy
Oh God, have mercy!

Concluding Prayer

One More Hymn and the Offering | Arise, O God and Shine

Words by William Hum (1813), music by Christopher Miner (2004)

Arise, O God, and shine in all Thy saving might,
And prosper each design to spread Thy glorious light;
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Let healing streams of mercy flow that all the earth Thy truth may know.

Bring distant nations near to sing Thy glorious praise;
Let every people hear and learn Thy holy ways.
Reign, mighty God, assert Thy cause, and govern by Thy righteous laws.

Put forth Thy glorious power, that everyone may see
And earth present her store, in converts born to Thee.
God, our own God, His Church will bless, And fill the world with righteousness.

To God, the only Wise, the one immortal King,
Let hallelujahs rise, from every living thing;
Let all that breathe, on every coast, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Benediction & Dismissal

Leader: May the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen!
— Romans 15.13

Announcements

Alpha:

Alpha begins with prayer. Please join us in praying for God to bless our fall Alpha class. Pray for God to
bring guests and to bless our fellowship, learning, and discussion. Alpha meets on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm
at the Travis's home... make sure to let Ben know if you plan to be there!

A Beautiful Orthodoxy:

We are resuming this popular Sunday morning class from last spring! All are are invited to join us at 9:15.
This class focuses on the basics of our beliefs, seeking to understand and apply what our confession of faith
teaches about God and his gracious work in this world. You could think of this class as a Greatest Hits of
Reformed Theology. We will be meeting until November 22.

Small Group Meetings:

Small groups are an important part of our ministry at Redeemer. They offer opportunities to deepen
relationships and to love, serve, and pray for one another and our city. If you are interested in joining a
group, please email Ben Wheeler: ben@redeemertyler.com.

Monthly Youth Meeting:
All junior high and high school students are invited to join us on the third Sunday of the month for a time
of fellowship, dinner, and Bible Study.

Bible and Book Studies:
« Men's study meets over breakfast, 7:00 am on Fridays. They are studying the gospel of Luke. Contact
Konrad Kern (714-658-4972).
« The women's book study is reading Renovation of the Heart (Dallas Willard) and discussing it each
Friday morning. Contact Patti Babin (361-215-0065) for information.
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Prayer Suggestions:

Topic: our pastor and elders (Ben, Robert, John, & JB):

Monday
Spiritual health and protection, relationships with spouse and children

Tuesday
Integrity, emotional strength, communication skill

Wednesday
Faith, finances, friendships

Thursday
For their spouses (Rachel, Debbie, Brenda, & Allison), vision, and unity

Friday
Passion for ministry, Sabbath rest, discernment

Saturday
Perspective, faith, contentment.
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